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 How to get the best out of your clothes storage 

 

Is your wardrobe feeling a bit busy? Do you find it a struggle to find items when 

you want them (usually as you’re dashing out of the door to meet or collect 

someone!). Do you wear everything you have? 

I’m Laura, your local professional declutterer and organiser, and this is my 

practical guide to help you make the most of your storage so that you can enjoy 

all your clothes again! 

 

FIRST THING’S FIRST – DO A REVIEW 

Before you begin to organise, think about whether you need everything you are currently 

keeping. Gather your clothes together and hold each piece - yes actually hold it! Now ask 

yourself: 

✓ Does it fit me?  

✓ Have I worn it in the last 12 months?  

✓ Do I love it? 

If you answer no, then sell it, give it away or donate it to 

charity – don’t hesitate, don’t let it clutter your wardrobe, 

give it another life! 

 

Organising your wardrobe 

…unless it’s your wedding 

outfit or something you will 

wear in the next 6-12 months 

(such as a specialist outfit) 
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NOW YOU ARE READY TO ORGANISE! 

Hanging clothes 

Use your wardrobe for those clothes that 

really need this space. Only include 

clothes of a fabric or length that would 

benefit from a hanger. If you hang too 

much, a bulging wardrobe will make it 

harder to find what you need. 

• Hang clothes by category, starting 

with coats then dresses, jackets, 

skirts, shirts and finally blouses 

• Sort your clothes by fabric, heaviest to lightest within each category. This will help you 

to see what you have so that you can easily go to the item you are looking for 

• Use a pull-out trouser hanger if you can fit one in your wardrobe or buy non-slip 

hangers for trousers 

 

 

 

 

Drawers 

Knitwear, polo-shirts, t-shirts and other soft fabrics should be folded and stored in drawers. 

Using this method, you will see all your tops at a glance. 

• Use a shop fold – lie the top down, turn in both sides, then fold 

in half. Turn over to show a neat square with the neck line and any 

logos showing 

• Fold this square into thirds (or half if your drawer is very deep), 

stack the tops, then holding the top and bottom of the stack, lie the 

stack down in the drawer so that you can see the edge of each top 

• Store pants, socks, belts and other small items together in one 

drawer, using dividers or a shoe box to separate them out neatly. 

Roll socks and tights, to keep them in good condition 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Top Tip! - Once a year, I recommend turning all hangers around so that the opening 

faces you. As you wear clothes, turn the hanger around the usual way. At the end of the 

year, you can see what you’ve not worn and sell, give away or donate! 
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STORING SHOES 

As with clothes, do a review and think about whether you 

need all the shoes that you are currently keeping. Gather 

your shoes together and hold each pair and ask yourself: 

✓ Do they fit me?  

✓ Have I worn them in the last 12 months?  

✓ Do I love them? 

Don’t forget, if you answer no, then sell, donate or give them away! You may have spent your 

hard-earned money on them but if they no longer fit, are too uncomfortable to wear or are 

not your style anymore, are you really going to wear them again?  

 

Store most of your shoes in one place and have only those shoes that you use most often in a 

space near to your door. This way you can prevent shoes that are not worn often from 

cluttering up your space and keep your shoes in good condition. 

• If you can, put a shoe cupboard (so that they are hidden away) in one room in the 

house for all the family’s shoes. If not, consider buying a shoe storage bag or box to 

keep under the bed. Make sure that everyone knows what they need to do when they 

have finished using a pair of shoes.  

• Use boot trees for tall boots to prevent the leather from cracking at the ankle and wrap 

party shoes in tissue paper to protect delicate materials.  

• Inspect your shoes before you put them away as this enables you to give them a clean, 

repair any scuffs and consider whether you are going to continue to need them – if not, 

donate them or throw them away! 
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